JOHN   EVELYN
His business in the following June was getting
married to Mary Browne, the Ambassador's daughter*
If only as long an entry could be given to this
important episode in his life as to the description
of palaces or the processions of Kings, how grateful
we should be. But on personal matters he is always
brief and reticent. It was not till September, 1647,
that he returned to England., after an absence
of nearly four years, with such an accumulation of
knowledge and richness of experience as few young
men of his day,, or Indeed of any day, can 'have
equalled.
The memory of such a journey must have remained
with him always, and no doubt he refreshed It
from time to time by reading over his notes* In a
letter to his friend Henshaw, who was with him
In Italy, written from Wotton fifty years later, he is
reminiscent.
"1 serve myself also, by taking the occasion to
present the most humble service of a now old
acquaintance, begun long since abroad, and cul-
tivated ever since by the continuance of your
friendship through many revolutions, I frequently
call to mind the many bright and happy moments we
have passed together at Rome and other places, in
viewing and contemplating the entertainments of
travellers who go not abroad to count steeples, but to
improve themselves, I wish i could say of myself so
as you did; but whenever 1 think of the agreeable
toll we took among the ruins and antiquities, to
admire the superb buildings, visit the cabinets and
curiosities of the virtuosi, the sweet walks by the
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